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UNIT 5: MANAGEMENT OF E-RESOURCES

5.1 E-Resources

Flectromic resourees {or e-resources ) refer to digital mformation and matenals acce ssed and utihized through
varous deviees, such as computers, smanphones, tablets, and e-readers. These resources inglude e-hooks,
e-journals, online databases, pmultimedia materials, and other forms of digital content

The increasing popularity of electroniv resources can be attpibuted to their accessibility, cost-
effectiveness, efficiency, and eco-fiendliness, Electromic resources have revolutionized how infarmation
15 aceessed and shared. impacting various domains such as education, research, healthcare, and business

Characteristics ol E-Resources

The following are some key characteristics of e-respurces which distinguish them from traditional print

TEsOh MOEs.

1) Digital Nature: E-resources exist in digital format, accessible through clectronic devices such as
~computers, smartphenes, o tablets. This digitl nature allows for easy storage, transfer, and
dissemination of information without the need for physical copies.

2} Accessibiliny; One of the pomary features of e-resources is their accessibility, They can be accessed

s/ from anywhere with an internet connection, enabling users to retrieve information retnotely without
the constraints of physical location or eperating hours, which is particulurly beneficial for distance
learning. remuote rescarch, and global collaboration.

3} Searchabilin:: E-resources are typically equipped with seareh functionalities, allowing users to
quickly find specific infurmation within vast repositories, This festure enhances efficicney and
saves time compared o manual searching through print materiols.

4) Jateractivine Many e-resources ofler interactve clements such as hyperlinks, multimedia content.
simulations, and quizzes. These mteractive features engage users more effectively, facilitatimg better
understanding, retention, and application of knowledge.

51 Cpdatability. Unlike print resources, c-resources can be casily updated to reflect the latest
information and developments. This dynamic nature ensures that users have access to current and
relevant content, making them valusble twols for staying ubreast of rapidly evolving fields such as
scienve, technolugy, and current nfTairs.

61 Dersartifity in Format: E-resources come in various formats, including text-bused materials such as
¢- books, articles, and research papers, as well as multimedia content like videos, podeasts, and
animations. This versatlity caters to diverse learning preferences and research needs, offering a nich
and engaging learning experience,

7) Cwstomization: E-resources often allow users o customfe their expenience by personalizing
preferences such as font size, luyout. and language. This customization enhances user sausfaction
and accessibility, particularly for individuals with speciul needs or preferences. '

8] Remote Collubovarion: E-resources facilitate remote collaboration among rescarchers, edugators,
and learmers by enabling the sharing and dissemination of resources across geographical boundaries.
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Format of F-Resourees

c . | research needs
F-Resources encompass a wide array of formars, cach catering to fTerent learning wyles,
amd preferences ere are seme commen formats of | -Hesonrees

1. Tent-Mased Materials:
s FeRooky Tlectoome versions of prmted books that can be read on Jigital devices lthe e
readers, inhlets, o compauters
o E-dowrnale Digmal artcles and acadenic joumals covenmg vanous topres and disciplines
They man ke accessed thrugl online dmabases, academic plattorms. or publisher wehsites
*  Research Papery Scholarly popers amd publications avalable in electromic format, Bypie iy
found m academe dabases, repositories, of mstitational archnes

1. Multimedia Content:

o Tideos Fducational videos, lectures, imonals, and documentanies coverme diverse subrects
They may he streamed ombine or downloaded for offline viewmne

o Podeasts; Audio recordings or broadeasts on speaific topies, ranging from educanonal
content 1o entertainment. Podeasis are often available for streaming or download through
platforms like 1Tunes or Spotly,

o Animarions  and  Ieteroctive Stmufarfons; Visual  representanons,  animatons,  amd
amulations  designed  to illustrate complex  concepts or processes. They  enhance
understanding and engagement through interacuive elements

Advantages of E-Resources

1) Cenvenience You can access e-resources anyvtime, anywhere — no need 10 go 1o a physical librany

ii) ﬂ-'fifﬁ'f_ﬂrrrsr. E-resources have the facility to change the concept of single user to mult: user sccess
at qu!:ime. In simple words more than one user can access the same information simultaneous s

i) fﬂ#-qﬂiﬂfrz: It ehimmates printing and postapge cost, The aceess to electrome resources can he
provided with 85-90". discount compared to print collections, This means access o more resources
for less money.,

iv) fnteractive Learning: Some e-resources offer interactive features. like quizzes or games. making
learnung more fun and effective.

v) Search facifities: An electronie resource s lot gquicker to hrowse or search, o extract information
from, and to integrate that information into other matenal and o cross-search or reference between
different publications.

vi) Maintenance: E-resources have not the problem of weanng and teaning, stolen, binding and
shelving ete.

vii) Physical space saving: E-resource require less space for storage and saves physical space

vili) Environment-feiendly: Since e-resources are digital, there's no need for paper, which helps save
trees and reduces waste.

Disadvantages of E-Resources

i) Dependence on Technology: You need intemet access and devices like computers or smartphones
I use [E- Resources.
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V (uality Concerns: Not all information online 1s accurate or reliable, so you need 1o be careful where
you get your imformation from

1 Copyright Fames. Some e-tesources have restrictions on how you can use them. so you need to be
aware of copyrght laws

A Bistractiony Vs cavy 1o get dhstracted by other things online when you're trying 1o study or research

v Digiral Divide Noteveryone has equal access to technology or the internet, creat Ing a gap herween
those wlhio can access e-resources casily amd hose who cant

int Resources

M resources refer to matenials that ate produced and distnbuted in physical form, typically on paper

es¢ resources include books, magazines, newspapers, journals, pamphlets, posters, and other similar
tterials that are printed on physical mediums like paper or cardboard.

Print resources offer several
vantages, such as tangibility, portability, and ease of access for individuals who prefer reading from

Asical materials. However, they also have limitations, including the need for physical sOrgs space.
tential environmental impact from paper production, and difficulties in updating or revising content

lifferences between Printed Resources and Electronle Resources
_.—__"-___-0—

he main differences between printed resources and e-resources are as follows:

1} Formar: Printed tesources ure physical materials like printed books, printed new spapers. and
printed journals, while electromic resources ure available in digital format accessible through
electronic devices like computers and mobile phones,

Accessibility: Llectronic resources offer remote aceess from unywhere with an internet connection,
providing instant availability 1o users. Printed resources require physical presence at a library or
location where the material is stored,

3} Searchability: Electronic resources often have advanced search functionalities, allowing users to

quickly navigate datbases and find specific information. Printed resources rely on manual

searching through indexes or physicully browsing the material.

1) Interactiviny:

Electronic resources cun include inteructive features. multimedia clements, and
hyperlinks for enhanced engagement. Printed resources lack these mteractive elements but may
offer atactile reading experience.

Preservation: Printed resources provide a sense of

permanence as physical copies that can be
preserved across generations. Electronic resources rely on digil storage methods that may face
nsks of technological ohsolescence or data loss,

Dependency on Technology: Electronic resources require technology such as devices and internet

connectivity for access. Printed resources do not depend on te
reading experience.

chnology and offer a screen-free
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", Significani challenges associated with the ]_Eﬂ.ﬂn__.ﬂhLﬂ.ﬂﬂi"’_—“lur*“::l-r.".~'._m-uj.:! \
._\H effective solution ' \
A wigmaticant challenge in managing clectmnie reamirces i acceasiling amd predervatien i I,_!II-II ,.I I.l‘l -,. |
cvafves aligital formmts plafirms aml softw are usedd for e-resources may becntme pitdated rq N ."
il ult by mecess or retmiese oldet Fewur e Funthermore, electromic resources are sulrerable fr data foss
COTTUMION, or even sollw are obsolescence This :hallrngr AT 4 both anatitufena thar manogs lafge Prgreal
hbrares amd mdiondoal wsers
U e e trve srlutpon 1w s nplement a dhigial presers atom eirategy  This involves several steps
I Regular Backupy Insunng that e-resources are tegularly hacked up i mulnple formats or
Incatsons helpe prevent duta loss. Clowd storage and physical bachups je g external hard drives)
can provtde reliable solurioms
< Pormar Vigration As technalogy changes, digital files may no longer he sccessible due o oundared
formats  Institutons should momte emerging standards and pernodicalls consvert resources o
current, widely supported fommats 1 mamtam long-lerm access
Y Mrradata Creation Adding detaled metadata tinformanon about the resources) helps ensure tha
even if a format or platform becomes ohsolcte, the contes? and detals about the resource remanm
clear This also ads i locating and accessing the resource eanly
S Collahoration with Tristed Platforms Institutions should collaborate with platforms amd services
known for ther long-term sustaimabiling and commirment 1o preserving digital content. such as
1"‘-'-._ digital Tibranies and repositones. CRsunng resources remain accessible in the future

4
—’!" By adopting these strategies, the challenge of accessibility and presen atron of electronic Fesources can by
effectincln managed. helping to maimam the value of these rosarg ey fo fuiure yae

allenges faced by collepes in mang wenent of e-resources and its solution

LI 1T R P —
Colleges face several challenges i managing e-resources, meluding financial constramts. access 1xaues,
and lack of adequate infrastructure. One of the most stgmificant challenges 15 the high cost of purchasing
and maintaining e-resources Many colleges struggle o allocate funds for sufscnplions o gcadem
journals, e-books, and databases This leads to limited aceess Tor students and faculn

Another challenge 15 managing hcenses and usage rghts Since e-resources often cinme with
complex Ticensmy agreements, colleges fimd of diffieult 1w track whao has access, which can result m
unsuthorized use or violations of terms Furthermore, muluple platforms and subseniption svstems can
complicate the management of e-resources

Addinonally, colleges muy lack the fiecessary infrastructure, such as high-speed intermet or techmeal
suppon, 1o fully unlize e-resources. Without proper 11 suppent, studemts and Diculty may face dificudies
N accessing these resources, leading 1o underutibization

A potential solution 1o these problems is for colleges 1o adopt a centralized digital minagement
system: This system would streambine e process ol iracking subscoptions, licenses. and access nghis By

using this system, collepes can ensure complinee with hieensing agreements, making the management of
e-resources more cllicient

Morcover. colleges can explore open-access e-resources amd collaborate with other institations for
shared subscriptions. Thas upproach can help reduce the financial bunden while sull providing aceess to
high-quality materials,
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Open Aevess Resourgey

1w i pernet wepthaoat liwceraimn;
¥ty Sanems oesamiees deled Tova Fes btoma veatetials that are freely as ailable on the nter y ! g
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The benelitn of open acvess are mantfold 10 accelerates the pace of saontific discovery by

taciitating the vapsd dessemmmation ol research liolimgs, prosostes intenhsciphinary collaboration, enhances

the sl mmd vt ol s baslanly work, ind enables educators oo aceess lgh-guality teaching materals

fir Tree

Types of Open Aceess Resonrces

These resourves inchimde a wide range of confent types, such as

L

L

I Chpen Access ol

Open Access Journaly Scholarly journals that make their aruicles freely available o the public,
often Tumded throug b altermative husiness madels such as article processing charges TAPCs ) paid by
autbo s ok nsttvtomal sulwidics

Open Aceess Buoks The comeept of open aceess books refers to scholarly works that are made
Freehy avardable online o wsers without any financial or technical barmiers These book s are typically
publishied under Beenses that alliw fur free access, distibution, and reuse by readens

Chpen Fidueational Resources (OER) Leanmng materials ke tentbooks, lecture notes, quULZZSS,
amd mntiomedia resources that are openly hicensed and freely secessible for educanonal use.
mbaptatin, o redistr bt

Yostivational Heposdtaries Ihgial repositories muamtarmed by umiversities. rescarch inatitutions, or

orpamzations b showcise amd preserve scholarly outputs such as research papers, theses,
dissertotiony, and duta sers

Fublic Domain Materlats Works whose intellectual property nghts have expired of are waived by

the copyright hobder. allowimg e 1 be freely accessed, revsed, and redistnbuted without
[ESEY LN TN FTTTLHT

Corvative Commons Licemsed Content Works that authors or creator hicense wnder vanous

Creatiee Commmns livenses, allowing users b access, share, and adapt the content under specific
cotidivivms onthned by the Twense tenmns

{Websites)

PHOAT Dircctory of Open Access lournals
MESCPI Jonrnals ol e s res o
Loilian Aq sy of Scicnces -

hirps duoag org

Ntps www s ac i Joumalw Overvigw!

2 0pen Aviess ks

DOAR Dhirechry of Open Access looks hiips fiwww doabook s org
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E-Journal Consartia

consoria refer 10 collaborative armangements ameng libraries. 1nstitutions, or arganizanons 10

F-toumal
atakases. These consortia arc formed 1o leverage €

collectively subscribe to ¢lectronic journals or d
purchasing power, share Fesources, and provide access 1o a wider range of scholarly conten
members. By pooling financial resources and negotiating with publishers as a group. e«ourmnal consortia
can often secure hetter subseription deals and access 1o more comprehensive collections of electromic
resources than individual instirutions could afford on their own. Few examples of E-Journal Consartia are

ollechive

for themr

o e-ShodhSindhu Censortium
1. UGC-INFONFET Digital Library Consortium
3. N-LIST  ( hups:/nlistinflibnet.ac.in’ )

1. INDEST-AICTE Consortium.

in enhancing the Accessibility and Dissemination of Academic
¥ Vurks L'L]l"l-.':'qird|

Open Archives: Its role

repositorics that store and provide nceess to scholarly rescarch outputs, such as
romole open access lo research literature by making it freely
emination and collaboration among researchers worldwide

nen archives are digital
ticles, theses, and datasets. These archives p
jilable fo the public. fostering knowledge diss

i | =
ﬂﬂpcn Archives in enhancing the accessihility and dissemination of academic research:

o
Dpen archives play a crucial role in improving the accessibility and dissemination of academic research
search papers, and other scholarly works freely

The are digital repositories that mike acadenmic articles, re

*available to the public. Here arc somy wiys open archives contribute (o ths:

| Free Access 1o Research: Open archives allow anyone with intemet access 1o read and download
academic matenials without needing a subseription or paying fees. This is particularly beneficral for

researchers. students, and individuals in underfunded institutions or developing countnes

Wider Audience Reach: By being open and accessible online, rescarch papers can reach a much
broader audience, including non-academic readers. This helps researchers amid mstitutions share
their work with people beyond traditional academic vircles.

)
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by other seholars With Bromder nccess, revearchers are more likely 10 find and reference each other s
work, helping to advance know ledie m therr felds
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4. Faster Dissemination Uhsen archives all
" s
imperant for lime-sensitive topies. Rescarchers can publish their work as soon as it 8 Femd

waining for kengthy peer-teven o publishing progesses
ery 1o share data

8 Collaboration and Innevation Open archives make it easter for research
lﬂflhiﬂ-*fﬂglt‘\. and findings. Thes promotes collahoration neross disciphnes, lemding to new Ep
provects, and mnosations

Conclusion Open archives enhance accessibality by making academic research freely available to 3 s
audience This increases the visibility of research. encourages collaboration, and speeds up =
dissemination of new knowledge. As a result, they help to democratize access to information. benefiting

scholars and the public alike.

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS
,ﬂﬁﬁﬂrr =2 Muarks)

Q1. What is e-book and e-journal ?

Ans:- An e-book is a digital version of a printed book that can be read on electronic devices like ¢- readers.
tablets, or smartphones. An e-journal is a digital version of a printed journal or magazine, providing access
to scholarly articles. research papers, or perindical publications via electronic devices and online platforms

2. What are the advantapes of E-Journals and E-Books?
}' ()3, What are the advantages ul using e-books over print buoks in academic sertiags?
- Ans:- E-books are pentable, accessible anytime, often cheaper, and allow guick scarches. They save
phyvsical space and frequently include interactive features like hyperlinks and multrmedia
)‘r Q4. How does an e-journal differ from a traditional print journal?
\Jt\”..-tns:- An e-journal is diginal and accessible online, while a print journal i a physical publication. E-journals

offer quick updates, scarchability, and easy distribution compared to tradinonal pnnt journals,

Q5. What are the disadvaniages of e-resources?

_\g{, 6. Write the charscteristics of e-resources”?
s

Q7. Whal da you mean by open archives ?
Q8. Hlaw do OA Initiatives benefit students of acudemic libraries?

Ans:- OA (Open Access) imittives benefit students of academic bbraries by providing them with free
access toa wide range of scholurly resources, including rescarch articles, textbooks, and educational
mutertals. This accessibility fusters learming, research, and innovaton, empowering students (o aceess high-
quality information regardless of their linancial constrants or insttutonal atfibaton
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1. Name two common formats for e-books.

Any- Two common e-book formats are PDF and FPUR

2. Name a widely used format for academic e-journals. W

Ans:- Widely used academic e-journal formar: PN

3. What is the full form of PDF ?

Ans:- Portable Document Format,

4. Which device is commonly used for reading e-books?

Any:- E-reader (e.g., Kindle) is commonly used for reading e-books,

3. Name of the LIS Journal published by NISCAIR / NIScPR?

Ans:- Annals of Library and information Science.

6. What is the name of Database offered by INFLIBNET for all Indian Colleges?
Ans:- N-LIST

", 7. What is the full form of N-LIST?

Ans:- National Library and Information Services Infrastructure for Scholarly Content

\ 8. Mention one platform where e-journals can be accessed.

Ans- JSTOR is one platform for accessing e-journals

9. What is the full form of OER?

Ans:- Open Educational Resources,

10. Name one open-access format for e-resources.

Ans:- Open Access format for e-resources is ePub.

| I1. What is the name of the channel offered by the Indian Government for e-learning?

Ans:- Swayamprabha.

12. Give one example of an OA Initiative in India?

Ans:- NDL1
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