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UNIT 2: KNOWLEDNGE ORGANISATION = 1: LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION

Library Classification

tematie grouping of entities (both abstract amd concretel o meel one's reguirement 15 known as

classilzcatzon, 1t s o mental process by which we group or separate thengs on the bass ol commaon

charactensties

Classification lies at the root of all homan aetivibes. Our daly Dfe s very much dependent on the

process of classification, however, elementary this prowcess may appear’ In case of libranes, classification 1s
recogniscd as the most important achivly as 1f aims at arranging the information resources in the most

helpful order so that therr unliny incrcases to the optimum level.

Definirions of Library Classification:

According 1o Margaret Mann, classification is “the arranging of things according 1o likeness and unlikeness
It s the sorting and groupang ol things, but in addition, classification of books is a know ledge classification

with adjustments made necessury by the physical form of books™.

W, C. Berwick Sayers defines it as “the arrangement of books on shelves or deseription of them in

the manner which is most helpful to those who read™.

According 1o Ranganathan, “it is the translation of the name of the subject of a book into the

preferred anificial language of erdinal numbers, and the individualisation of several books dealing with the
same specific subject by means of a further set of ordinal numbers which represent some features of the

book other than their thought content™.

Needs and Purposes of Library Classification:

Library classification fulfils several important needs and serves multiple purposes within a Library
environment. Here are some of the key needs and purposes of library clussification:

Orpanisation and Strwcenre: Library classification provides a systematic framework for organising
library materials. It brings order to the collection by grouping similar items together, making it
casier for librarians to manage and maintain the resources.

Efficient Aceesy: One of the primary purposes of library classification is to facilitate efficient access
to information resources. By assigning unigue call numbers or codes 1o each item, classification
enables users to locate specific materials quickly and casily. Users can browse the shelves or use
library catalogues to identily relevant resources within their areas of interest, saving tine and effont
in searching for information.

Subfect Retrieval: Library classification systems are designed to support subject retrieval. By
ongantang materials based on subject content, classification helps users lind resources on specific
topics or within particular disciplines. Users ean browse through specilic ¢lasses or subclasses to
explore related materials, increasing the chunces of discovering relevant information beyond what

they initially sought.
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o Collection Development and Management Classilication aids librarians in collection development
and management. 11 assists in assessing the strengths and weaknesses af the collection hy providing
nsights anto the coverage of different subject areas 1ibratans can wlentify paps, duplication, or
arcas of special mterest for collection enhancement or weeding hased on the armangement of
nformation fesouives

s Resource Sharing Library classification supperts tesource sharing and interlibeary loan services
When hibranes use the same or compatible classification systems, it becomes easter 1o exchange
matenaly of reguest resources from other libranies. Standardized elassification schemes facilitate
the sharnng of bibhiographie records and enhance cooperation among librarics at liscal, regional, or
imternational Jevels

¢  Shelf Arrangement Classilication systems determine the physical arrangement of matenals on
hibrary shelves. By assigning umgue call numbers or codes, classification ensures consistent and
logical placement of items, This arrangement makes it easier for Library staff anid users o locate
specilic resources, mantain onder, and re-shelve matenals correctly after use

Oherall, ibrary classification meets the needs of both library staff and users hy providing an erganised and
accossible system for managing and accessing information resources, It enhances the efficiency of hibrary
eperations, promotes effective mformation retrieval, and supponts the organisation and dissemunation of
hnowledge within a library setting,

2.2 Call Number

In Tibrary classification systems, a cnll number is a unique alphanumeric code assigned to each item m a
library’s collection. It serves as a specific address for locating a particular book or resource on the library

shelves. The call number acts as a roadmap for library users and staff, helping them efficiently navigate
through the library and find the materials they need.

All printed copies of books in the library are assigned a call number, usually found on the book

spine. Beciuse books on the shelves are arranged in call number order, we will find books on similar
subjects shelved near each other.

Parts of Call Number

The call number consists of three parts — Class Number, Book Number and Collection Nim ber.

1} Class Number: The class number refers to a specific code or number assigned to o particular subject
or topic within a classification system. It is the first part of a call number, which is used 1o idennfy
and locate materials in a library collection.

The class number represents the broad subject catepory to which a resource belongs It is
typically denived from a specific library elassification scheme, such as the Dewey Decimal
Classificanon (DDC) or the Library of Congress Classification (LCC).

(Since several documents may deal with the same subject/content, they are all hhely to bear the same class
number Therefare, fo distingwish one document from ather documents on the same subject amd bearing
clasy mumber, two adiditional companents are mﬂ.-in'p'f )

the same

i) Book Number: The book number of a document is a symbol or characters used to fix its position
relatively to the other books having the same class number. Book number may represent features
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hike author, publisher, rublication date, ete Severnl methosds of forming & book pumber exist and
any of them may be used for the i

i1} Collection Sumber The collecnon miiber of a4 dicument denotes the collection 1o which i

belongs. A collection mimber 15 a suitable symbol to be mprivised by each library according 1o iis
s

For the vonvemenee of resders O users amdd ales for managing hbrary routrces more
efhiciently, libranes establish different colleetions based on subject or ther purposcs For example,
R for reference, T for Giction, T8 for testbonks, RU Tor rare collections, et

Fxamples of Call Number:
L Bood Thle — A tentbook of Microcconomics Anthor — Gantam Purkayastha
The call number of this book by DDC s M85 PUR TR
FIE Class Number
PUR  Book Number Call Number
TR Colleetion Number

Here, 338.5 is class number of the book denved from DDC (Dewey Decimal Classificanon), PUR suands
for Purkayvastha (ie. first three letters from the sumame of author) and TH means Text Book collection.

2. Book Tile — Introduction to Political Theory Author — K. K. Ghai
The call number of this book by DDC is 320001 GITA RR
320001 Class Number
GHA  Book Number Call Number

RR Collection Number

Here, 320,01 15 class number of the book derved from DDC (Dewey Decimal Classificanon), GHA stands
for Ghai (i.e. first three letters from the surname of 2uthor) and RR means Reading Room collection

3. Book Title = Elements of Biotechnology Author = P, K. Gupta
The call number of this book by DDC is 660.6 GUP RS
G606 Class Number
GUP Book Number Call Number
RS Collecuion Number

Here, 66016 15 cluss numbger of the book derived from DDC (Dewev Decimal Classificanon), GUP stands
tor Gupta (re. first three letters from the sumame of author) and RS means Reference Section collecthion
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